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Purpose of Competition

o Millions of personal
stories remain
undocumented.

Family memories
disappear when
nobody records
them.

9 Regional traditions
are fading without
digital storytelling.

Many talented
creators struggile to
find meaningful
subjects.

Short films with
powerful messages
often lack a national
platform.
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New Category Creation -
Legacy Preservation
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Turn real-life
experiences into
compelling short
films.

Use Reels to
preserve family
memories.

Document local
traditions through
visual storytelling.

Give emerging
creators a platform
to showcase their
talent.

Connect India's
diverse stories
through one national
competition.



Myths Busting

o Myth: Only
professional
filmmakers can make

good short films.

e Myth: You need
expensive cameras to
create powerful
content.

9 Myth: Only creators
with large followings
can get noticed.

o Myth: Family stories
are too ordinary to
interest audiences.

Myth:
Regional-language
content cannot reach a
national audience.
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Path for Best Content
Creators

FILM | | 0 Start with your
v smartphone and a
strong idea.

Learn storytelling,
which is the real
power of

Content Creation.

9 Create a portfolio
of short films and
Reels.

Participate in
competitions to gain
experience and
visibility.

Build relationships
with writers, actors,
editors, and
filmmakers.
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Before and After Video
Making

o Before: An old family
photograph. After: A
moving visual story.

Before: An
undocumented family
memory. After: A
recorded legacy.

Before: A local
tradition known to a
few. After: A film
shared nationwide.

Before: An aspiring
creator without a
platform. After: A
competition participant.

o Before: A simple life
experience. After: A
story that inspires
others.
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Difference Bet. Effective &
Ineffective Content
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Effective: A
compelling opening in
the first few seconds.

Ineffective: A long
introduction before
the story begins.

Effective: One
clear message per
Reel.

Ineffective: Too many
ideas competing for
attention.

o Effective: Authentic

emotions and
believable characters.

Ineffective: Least
artificiality in
content creation.



Why This Competition?

o The cost of never
recording your
parents’ stories.

9 The cost of losing
family photographs
without context.

9 The cost of allowing
local traditions to go
undocumented.

o The cost of
postponing a creative
idea indefinitely.

0 The cost of letting a
powerful story remain
unheard.
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Show World Your Creativity

o A smartphone can
tell a more powerful
story than an
expensive camera.

A 60-second Reel can
leave a deeper
impression than a
long video.

J4rAX An unknown creator
¥ Py can tell a story
worth remembering.

Your grandfather's
life may contain a
better story than
fiction.

Regional-language
storytelling deserves
space on national
platforms.
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Life Cycles for Content
Creation

o The cycle of family
memories:
experience, recording,
preservation, sharing.

The creative cycle:
observe, imagine,

write, shoot, edit,

publish.

9 The heritage cycle:
learn, document,
teach, preserve.

The creator growth
cycle: create,
publish, receive
feedback, improve.

o The legacy cycle: one
generation records,
the next generation
remembers.
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Visualise Future

Sfori

gl 0 The future of
To! smartphone
- . 2
filmmaking.

9 The future of
regional-language
Reels.

g =

o 9 The future of
} Al-assisted
storytelling.

The future of digital
family heritage.

o The future of
independent creators
and short films in India.
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Indians Are the Best
Storytellers in the World

0 The origin of
storytelling around
the family hearth.

The origin of Indian
oral traditions.

9 The evolution from
photographs to
digital family films.

The journey from
silent cinema to
smartphone
filmmaking.

0 The origin of your
own family's most
memorable story.
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Guide for New Content
Creators

0 A beginner's guide
to making your
first Reel.

o A guide to
converting a family
memory into a

: - script.

Ny == - > o A guide to shooting
a short film on a
smartphone.

A guide to recording
interviews with
parents and
grandparents.

e A guide to
preparing and
submitting a
competition entry.
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Question Yourself & Start
Work

0 What is the one story
your family must never
forget?

9 What would you ask
someone who is no
longer with you?

9 Which Indian tradition
deserves to be
preserved forever?

o What life lesson
changed the way you
think?

o If you had 60 seconds to
tell India's next
generation one thing,
what would it be?
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Misconceptions to Be
Busted

A short film must have a
large cast.

9 A compelling story
requires an expensive
location.

9 Only trained actors can
deliver convincing
performances.

A story must be fictional
to entertain an audience.

0 A creator needs thousands
of followers before
entering a competition.
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Truth Bombs

0 A powerful story begins
with observation, not
equipment.

9 A real emotion can be
more memorable than
a visual effect.

9 A forgotten
photograph may hold
the beginning of a film.

o Every family has
stories that deserve to
be heard.

0 Your next great story
may be sitting across
the dinner table.
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Unpopular Truth

0 Not every idea deserves a
five-minute film; some
need only 30 seconds.

9 More editing effects do
not automatically
improve a story.

9 Posting frequently cannot
replace learning the
craft.

O A beautiful image cannot
rescue an unclear
message.

Finishing a simple film
teaches you more than
endlessly planning a
perfect one.
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Benefits of Participation -
Separate Docket

o Benefits of participating
in a national creative
competition.

Benefits of documenting
family stories.

9 Benefits of creating
short films in your
mother tongue.

o Benefits of building a
public portfolio of
creative work.

0 Benefits of collaborating
with creators from other
regions.
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A Plan Competitors Can
Execute

A seven-day plan to
create your first Reel.

A 15-day plan to develop
a short-film concept.

A 30-day plan to build a
creator portfolio.

o A family-interview plan
for collecting life
stories.

0 A competition-entry
plan: idea, script, shoot,
edit, submit.
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Case Studies - Content
Themes

0 How a family
photograph can inspire
a short film.

9 How a local artist's life
can become a
documentary.

9 How a village tradition
can become a visual
story.

o How a student team can
create a film with
limited resources.

0 How a personal
experience can become
a message for society.
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Components of Content
Creation

o Imp Five components
of short film: idea,
character, conflict,
emotion, resolution.

Imp Five components
of a strong Reel:

hook, context, story,
payoff, call to action.

Imp Five components of
a good script: premise,

scene, dialogue, action,
ending.

Imp Five components of a
successful shoot:
planning, framing,
lighting, sound,
performance.

Imp Five components of
a complete submission:
film, title, description,
credits, consent.

NRSFC 26 GUIDE



Why to Participate?

To share your family's
real story?

9 To your mother
tongue through
video?

9 To create content
beyond
entertainment?

o To enter a
competition even if
you are a beginner?

0 To propagate Indian
stories to own
people?
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Learning

o The best stories often
come from ordinary
people.

9 Asking better
questions leads to
better results.

: 9 Good Real Sound can
make a simple video
feel professional.

0 Editing is often the art
of removing what is
unnecessary.

: 0 Feedback can reveal
what the creator
cannot see alone.
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Secrets - Best of Content
Creation

o The secret of a
memorable opening:
create curiosity.

The secret of
emotional
storytelling: use
specific details.

The secret of natural
interviews: listen
more than you
speak.

The secret of
powerful endings:
deliver a meaningful
payoff.

The secret of
consistent creation:
make the process
repeatable.
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Shocking Realities to
Address

Many family
photographs survive
while the stories
behind them disappear.

e A photograph without
names or dates can
lose its meaning over
time.

Some local traditions
are known mainly
through the memories
of older generations.

A creator can
document a
disappearing craft
before it is forgotten.

o A story recorded today
can become a
historical resource
tomorrow.
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Sample Examples for
Content Creation

——
»
-—

Record elders' stories
using a phone.

9 Add names, dates, and
context to family
photographs.

Interview local artists
and tradition-bearers.

o Convert important
memories into short
visual narratives.

0 Share documented
stories with the next
generation.
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How to Create Content

“

o S Choose one story
, with a clear central

| ' message.

Write a beginning,
middle, and ending.

LLLLL

Prepare a shot list
before filming.

o Record clear
dialogue and
supporting visuals.

0 Edit, review, obtain
permissions, and
submit.
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Transformations to
Observe

o From a family
anecdote to a short
film.

9 From an old
photograph to a
narrated Reel.

9 From a forgotten
recipe to a cultural
story.

o From a personal
struggle to an
inspiring message.

0 From a local creator
to a participant in a
national competition.
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Principles of Content

Authenticity: tell the
story honestly.

9 Clarity: make the central
message easy to
understand.

o Empathy: respect the
people whose stories
you tell.

Simplicity: use only
what the story needs.

0 Responsibility: obtain
consent and respect
privacy.
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What This Competition Is
Not For?

o A short film is not
simply a long video cut
into smaller pieces.

Lo

o & L .:j : T1

A Reel is not only a =y |
4%

trend or dance EH il
challenge. | AR

Storytelling is not
merely listing facts.

o Heritage preservation is
not limited to
monuments.

A competition is not only
about winning; it is also
about creating and
sharing.
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Strategies for Quality
Content

0 Use a question or
striking image as the
opening hook.

9 Choose a story that fits
the audience and
format.

0 Create subtitles for
viewers watching
without sound.

o Explore stories from
different Indian
languages.

0 Identify legacy stories
from your family, friends
and community.
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Pain Points to Address

0 "l have an idea, but |
don't know how to
write a script.”

9 "l don't have
professional
equipment.”

"I cannot find actors or
a shooting location."

"I am unsure how to
edit my video."

"l don't know where to
showcase my work."
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Books You Can Read

- 0 Story - Robert McKee:
principles of story
structure.

jleD ay) aAes

| 9 The Anatomy of Story -
| John Truby: character
and narrative design.
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9 Save the Cat! - Blake
Snyder: screenplay
structure.
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y o In the Blink of an Eye -
Walter Murch: film
editing.

- S
-

;\ 0 On Writing - Stephen
) King: writing practice
and craft.

NRSFC 26 GUIDE



Types of Content Expected

Types of Reels:
educational, emotional,
wizard, humorous,
inspirational.

Types of short films:
realistic, documentary,
experimental,
biographical.

Types of family stories:
migration, sacrifice,
achievement,
relationships, traditions.

o Types of heritage films:
festivals, crafts, food,
folk art, oral history.

o Types of creators: solo
creators, student teams,
filmmakers, photographers,
community storytellers.
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NATIONAL REELS
& SHORT FILM

COMPETITION 20268

NATIONAL REEL & SHORT FILM COMPETITION 2026

YOUR STORY DESERVES
A NATIONAL STAGE.

Turn your idea into a Reel or Short Film.

REGISTER NOW

nationalreelsfilm.com

Email: support@nationalreelsfiim.com

WhatsApp: 7558220888

Organiser
Humanity First Software Technology Pvt. Ltd.
Co-Organiser
Bharat Family Legacy Preservation Foundation
& Many Other Organisers

Media Partner
Sahyadri Digital Network Service Provider
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